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Unit 2: Adding and Subtracting with Decimals 

Grade 5 

 

Dear Parents or Guardians, 

 

Our class is wrapping up their latest math unit called Adding and Subtracting with Decimals.  In this unit, 

students learned all about decimal place values.  They also compared decimals and solved expressions with 

decimals.  The students have done a wonderful job! 

Students should be able to: 

• Understand place value of decimals to the thousandths place 

• Read, write and compare decimals using models or drawings 

• Add and subtract decimal numbers using different strategies 

• Make real world connections to decimals 

It is important that your child knows how to apply the standards in daily situations.  Below is a chart that will help 

your child master this unit. 

 

Standard Examples 

Recognize place value 33  

The 3 in the tens place is 10 times the value of the 3 in the ones place.  The 3 

in the ones place is 
1

10
 the value of the 3 in the tens place. 

 

Read, write, and compare  5.023  

 Word form: five and twenty three thousandths 

 Expanded form: 5 + .02 + .003 or 5 x1 + 2 x (1/100) + 3 x (1/1000) 

 

Compare: 2.934 > 2.924 

Rounding  45.893 rounded to the hundredths place is 45. 890 

Adding and subtracting  8.73 – 5.35 = 3.38 

 

*Line up the dot, and give it all you’ve got! 

 

Standards and Sample Problems: 

 

5.NBT.1. Recognize that in a multi-digit number, a digit in one place represents 10 times as much as it represents 

in the place to its right and 1/10 of what it represents in the place to its left.  

 

5.NBT.1 Sample Problem: 

1. Is the following statement true? 

 

1.41 = 3.410 = 30.014 

 

Why or why not? 
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5.NBT.3a Read and write decimals to thousandths using base-ten numerals, number names, and expanded 

form, e.g., 347.392 = 3 × 100 + 4 × 10 + 7 × 1 + 3 × (1/10) + 9 x (1/100) + 2 x (1/1000). 

5.NBT.3a Sample Problem: 

2. Write the number 43.269 in both word and expanded form. 

 

 

 

 

 

5.NBT.3b Compare two decimals to thousandths based on meanings of the digits in each place, using >, =, and 

< symbols to record the results of comparisons. 

 

5.NBT.3b Sample Problem: 

  

3. Compare the two sums using <, =, or >. 

 

4.032 + 9.17    and      9.326 + 3.6  

 

 

 

 

  

 

5.NBT.4 - Use place value understanding to round decimals up to the hundredths place. 

 

5.NBT.4 Sample Problem: 

 

4. Ms. Getzfred asked her class to round 3,945.701 to the nearest hundredth.  Explain how you would arrive 

at the correct answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.NBT.7 - Add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals to hundredths, using concrete models or drawings and 

strategies based on place value, properties of operations, and/or the relationship between addition and 

subtraction; relate the strategy to a written method and explain the  reasoning used. (The multiplying and 

dividing portion of this standard will be addressed in Unit 3: Multiplying and Dividing Decimals).  

 

5.NBT.7 Sample Problem: 

 

5. Steve goes to a restaurant and buys a meal: sandwich, chips, and drink.  Including tax, the meal cost 

$7.34.  He gives the cashier $10.00.  How much change should Steve receive?   
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How can I study? 

 

Students: Please remember, cramming the night before an assessment is not the best way to study! Reviewing 

the material nightly helps you tremendously. Most importantly, you will be less stressed, and will feel confident 

on assessment day! 

 Review interactive notebooks 

 Ask your parent to create a practice test  

 Teach the material to your parents/siblings/friends/pets! 

 Review your quizzes from this unit and rework missed problems! 

 Create an informational poster or PowerPoint 

 Create a practice test or quiz for a friend, and check their work! 

 Re-watch Study Jams and Brain Pops we viewed during the unit 

 Go back and practice the IXL skills that were done for homework, and try to earn a higher score! 

 Check our any of the posted resources on the Weebly (www.fourthgradenpes.weebly.com) 

 Create flashcards to carry around with you so you can study when you are not at home 

In our math class students spend time discussing and sharing their reasoning and solutions. It is important that 

children solve problems in ways that make sense to them. Encourage your child to explain their mathematical 

thinking and solutions with math vocabulary at home. 

 

Happy learning!  

Ms. Getzfred and Ms. Densmore 

http://www.fourthgradenpes.weebly.com/

